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One important way that we can encourage
entrepreneurial growth in the minority-
owned business community is to open up
new markets abroad for American products.
If Congress gives me trade promotion au-
thority (TPA), I will have the negotiating
power to knock down the trade barriers that
prevent American goods from entering some
markets around the world. The growth and
expanded opportunities that TPA would
bring will mean jobs for many working peo-
ple and more opportunities for minority-
owned businesses.

As we celebrate the achievements of our
Nation’s minority entrepreneurs during Mi-
nority Enterprise Development Week, we
also affirm our commitment to the principle
of equal opportunity. My Administration is
working hard to achieve an historic reform
in our education system that will significantly
improve our schools and make sure that no
child is left behind. My agenda also supports
effective job training for all Americans to en-
sure that the American dream touches every
willing heart. In so doing, we will enhance
our Nation’s strength and productivity, while
creating more vibrant communities and im-
proved standards of living for every citizen.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 23
through September 29, 2001, as Minority
Enterprise Development Week. I urge all
Americans to join in observing this week with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:17 p.m., September 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Message on the Observance of Rosh
Hashanah, 5762
September 17, 2001

I am pleased to send warm greetings to
Jews in the United States, Israel, and other
nations around the world as you observe
Rosh Hashanah. This year’s observance
comes in the wake of great tragedy and at
a time of national mourning and recovery.

Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of a
New Year within the Jewish community, and
it is a time for personal reflection. As you
prepare for Yom Kippur, the Day of Atone-
ment, may this solemn period bring forth a
deeper devotion to your faith’s noble ideals.
During this time of renewal and recovery,
may countless others join in praying for
peace and for the growth of religious toler-
ance around the world.

Rosh Hashanah celebrates Judaism’s re-
markable heritage, and it is a reaffirmation
of God’s mercy, glory, and love. As you look
ahead to the coming year, I join with other
Americans of diverse backgrounds and be-
liefs in receiving inspiration from your faith,
your holy acts of repentance, and your loving
kindness. May this year’s celebration bless all
who participate as we heal from the wounds
inflicted by the recent terrorist attacks.

Laura joins me in sending best wishes for
a blessed Rosh Hashanah.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks Honoring Charitable
Organizations
September 18, 2001

Please be seated. Welcome. Last week,
America suffered greatly. Thousands of our
citizens lost lives. Thousands were hurt, but
thousands of our citizens rose to the occasion
to help.

Last week was a really horrible week for
America. But out of our tears and sadness,
we saw the best of America, as well. We saw
a great country rise up to help.

Tens of millions of dollars and thousands
of hours and tons of food and clothing have
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all been donated to help rebuild shattered
lives. Americans’ love for America was chan-
neled through our Nation’s great charities,
and as President of this great land, nothing
made me more proud.

In the week since the attack, our compas-
sionate and generous citizens have led the
first phase in the war on terrorism. They have
sustained and strengthened the homefront.
Today I’m joined by representatives of char-
ities which have brought relief to citizens in
New York City and Virginia and Pennsyl-
vania. We’ve got representatives of fire-
fighters, police officers, entrepreneurs who
have helped out all across America.

We’ve got many good citizens here who
represent the large national charities like the
American Red Cross, the Salvation Army,
and the United Way. We’ve got folks here
in the Nation’s Rose Garden who represent
the community-based programs and faith-
based programs, firefighter and police asso-
ciations, local businesses, nonprofits. Large
and small, these important charitable efforts
are saving lives and, as importantly, are re-
storing hope.

I’m also joined by Libby Pataki, the better
half of the Governor of New York; Tony
Carbonetti, the chief of staff to Rudy
Giuliani; and my friends and former fellow
Governors—actually, they’re Governors; I
was a former Governor—Jim Gilmore and
Tom Ridge. These Governors and their wives
and the mayor of New York have shown im-
pressive leadership—impressive leader-
ship—in the face of the challenges that faced
their cities and their States.

They put public agencies on full alert to
provide immediate assistance to victims and
their families, and for all those who helped,
our Nation is most grateful. They’ve called
on the men and women of the National
Guard to help maintain calm and order. And
we thank those who wear the uniform, as
well. And they’ve led and supported valiant
rescueworkers in New York City and north-
ern Virginia, whose bravery is seared into our
national consciousness.

I was honored to be able to stand amidst
the rescueworkers, and looked in their eyes
and saw the determination that would make
all Americans proud. In spite of their exhaus-
tion, in spite of the fact that they had worked

themselves into a state of total fatigue, they
still wanted to keep fighting on for their fel-
low brothers and sisters trapped in the rub-
ble.

Mayor Giuliani, and Pataki, have led New
York City through its most difficult of all
days, and they have done so with class and
bravery and distinction. And we owe them
a debt of gratitude. The mayor, the Gov-
ernors, all New Yorkers, have demonstrated
the very best American values to a world that
has been watching to see how our Nation
would react.

The world watches the great country called
America, and they say, ‘‘What will they do?
What will Americans do?’’ And what they’ve
seen—the best of America. They’ve seen
leadership; they’ve seen courage; and as im-
portantly, they’ve seen compassion.

Last evening marked the start of Rosh Ha-
shanah. In Jewish teaching, this holy day is
the anniversary of the creation of the world.
It is a season of renewal and of hope, and
people of every faith, all across America, em-
brace that spirit of renewal and hope.

Funds in New York and Washington are
providing food, clothing, and financial help
to husbands and wives and sons and daugh-
ters who suffer mightily. Citizens near
ground zero in New York have provided
sandwiches, drinks, and clean clothes to the
tired and hungry rescueworkers. And in one
of America’s greatest traditions, a handful of
entrepreneurs from Springfield, Virginia, col-
lected $600 by selling lemonade and gave it
to the Red Cross.

These acts of generosity and kindness are
spreading all across America. There are chal-
lenges that remain for those who suffer
today. Make no mistake about it: We’ve got
a lot of work to do as a nation. And these
good efforts, these good, charitable, compas-
sionate efforts need the full support of Amer-
icans everywhere.

People all across the country are asking
how they can help. What can they do to pro-
vide hope? What can they do to help heal
the wounds by helping their fellow Ameri-
cans? Well, there are many ways to con-
tribute. Local stores and businesses on Main
Street America are collecting money to send
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to appropriate relief and help agencies. Na-
tional media organizations are helping col-
lect; Internet portals providing an interesting
opportunity for people to contribute and pro-
vide their help.

Many of the charities, themselves, wel-
come donations through Web sites. So I urge
my fellow Americans to continue contrib-
uting through Web sites. If you’re interested
in helping, call up one of the great charities
of America and contribute.

Thus far, I’m proud to report through the
Web sites of our charities, Americans have
donated $55 million in 7 short days. Some
of America’s high-tech leaders, AOL/Time
Warner and Microsoft, Amazon, eBay, Cisco
Systems, and Yahoo have joined together in
a private effort to encourage online giving
so that we can funnel resources to help our
citizens in need.

They have formed what’s called the Amer-
ican Liberty Partnership. It has a Web site
called libertyunites.org. And this will help
Americans find out how to help. If a con-
cerned American wants to help a neighbor
in need, even though the neighborhood
might not be right next to each other, they
can get on libertyunites.org and find out how
to help. And I urge my fellow Americans to
do so.

Americans can not only make online dona-
tions, they can figure out where to send food,
where to donate blood, where to give clothes.
They can find out how best to donate their
time.

Now, it’s important to realize that at this
moment, many of our charities are over-
whelmed by the public response. That’s the
kind of problem we like in America. But be-
cause the portals may be jammed, because
the phones may be busy is not an excuse for
Americans not to continue to fight to help
their neighbors.

And so, I ask my fellow Americans to be
patient with those charities that want their
help, to keep trying to give, to not lose sight
of the mission. And that is, we’ll fight ter-
rorism on all fronts; we will not be terrorized
so that their hearts are hardened.

Nobody can threaten this country. Oh,
they may be able to bomb buildings and obvi-
ously disrupt lives. But we’re too great a na-

tion to allow the evildoers to affect our soul
and our spirit.

Today I herald the soul and spirit of Amer-
ica with live examples of people who have
made a huge difference and those who suffer
and those who hurt. This is a great land. It’s
a great land, because our people are so de-
cent and strong and compassionate.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Elizabeth Pataki, wife of Gov.
George E. Pataki, Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of
New York City; Gov. James S. Gilmore III of Vir-
ginia and his wife, Roxane; and Gov. Tom Ridge
of Pennsylvania and his wife, Michele.

Statement on Signing the
Authorization for Use of Military
Force
September 18, 2001

Today I am signing Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 23, the ‘‘Authorization for Use of Mili-
tary Force.’’

On September 11, 2001, terrorists com-
mitted treacherous and horrific acts of vio-
lence against innocent Americans and indi-
viduals from other countries. Civilized na-
tions and people around the world have ex-
pressed outrage at, and have unequivocally
condemned, these attacks. Those who plan,
authorize, commit, or aid terrorist attacks
against the United States and its interests—
including those who harbor terrorists—
threaten the national security of the United
States. It is, therefore, necessary and appro-
priate that the United States exercise its
rights to defend itself and protect United
States citizens both at home and abroad.

In adopting this resolution in response to
the latest terrorist acts committed against the
United States and the continuing threat to
the United States and its citizens from ter-
rorist activities, both Houses of Congress
have acted wisely, decisively, and in the finest
traditions of our country. I thank the leader-
ship of both Houses for their role in expedi-
tiously passing this historic joint resolution.
I have had the benefit of meaningful con-
sultations with members of the Congress
since the attacks of September 11, 2001, and
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